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The Situation: 
 
The massive earthquake in Nepal with 7.6 magnitudes has 
claimed to death 8,844 and injuries to 22,307 as of 30th June 
2015. The earthquake destroyed many historical landmarks, 
including the UNESCO World Heritage site temples at 
Kathmandu valley. The worst hit regions after Kathmandu 
Valley (Kathmandu, Lalitpur & Bhaktapur) are 
Sindhupalchowk, Rasuwa, Nuwakot, Kavrepalanchwok, 
Dhading, Dolakha, Ramechhap, Gorkha, Sindhuli, 
Makawanpur and Okaldhunga districts where hundreds lost 
their lives in the tremor. The situation is critical in the remote 
rural regions towards the epicentre of Saturday's quake. 
Over 8 million people are estimated to be affected in 39 
districts.  
 

 
While initial earthquake was followed by several aftershocks, 
a second major earthquake occurred on 12 May 2015 with 
magnitude 6.8 continue to affect the daily lives of people as 
they back to sleep outdoors, in damp and cold conditions.  
New damage to housing and infrastructure is also being 
reported across the districts. As per Government's latest 
figures (Nepal Disaster Risk Reduction Portal), there are 
595,728 fully damaged and 279,828 partially damaged public 
houses. Most of the damage is recorded outside Kathmandu. 
According to a situation report released by the United 
Nation’s humanitarian agency OCHA (Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs), over 3.5 million people 
are estimated to be in need of food assistance. Of them, an 
estimated 1.4 million most affected people have been 
prioritized for immediate urgent food assistance. UNICEF 
reports 1.7 million children are directly affected by the 
earthquake and UNFPA reports around 126,000 pregnant 
women and 200,000 girls of the age 19-29 are badly affected 
since they are even more vulnerable towards sexual abuses 
and other forms of violence.  
 

On the other hand, 250 families & children from Family 
Development Program (FDP) and Reintegration Program of 
VOC are also affected by this massive earthquake. The 
beneficiaries under FDP are affected by this earthquake as 
most of them were rented in old houses which are 
damaged/collapsed making them homeless. Likewise, 
reintegrated beneficiary children and families are affected as 
they are living in highly affected districts. 

 

30
th 

June 2015 

Source: http://www.drrportal.gov.np/ 



Effects of Earthquake in VOC Center: 
 

 

 

 
- Preparation Center (PC) at Lubhu  - Welcome Center (WC) at Gwarko 

Out of 8 office sites of VOC (4 social center, 1 WC, 1 PC, Head Office and Eastern Region Program office), social 
center at Jadibuti and WC at Gwarko are in immediate need to shift its office due to damages in the building. 
However there are no any casualties to staff and children living in the center. At the same, there is no any 
record of death or injuries to children living or working in the street due to earthquake. 15 staffs of VOC lost 
their house in the tremor.  

 

VOC's Initiation: 
 

Voice of Children in coordination with Central Child Welfare Board (CCWB), District Child 
Welfare Board (DCWB), Municipalities, and local organizations/clubs has made effort to 
contribute for the resilience of earthquake affected children and families. Till now, VOC has 
served 9,850 children and families under earthquake relief activities. 
 

The relief activity includes; 

 Distribution of  

– Food (Rice, Daal/Pulse, Salt, Oil, Formula Milk, Nutritious Flour etc.) 

– Water Purifier (Piyush, purification tabs)  

– Medicines (Jeevanjal, Metro, Cetamol, De-cold, cough syrup) 

– Tents/Tarpaulins  

– Hygiene Kits (Masks, Phenyl, Mosquito coil, Soap, Sanitary Pads etc.) 

– Clothes/Blankets 

 Orientations on Child Sexual Abuse issue in temporary shelters established by 
Government at Kathmandu valley.  

 Child Friendly Activities to 1404 children. 

 Trauma counseling orientation to 517 school teachers.  

 Training to all VOC staff members on Psychosocial Counseling.  

VOC initiated to set up Child Friendly Space (CFS) at different places and started to utilize local 
resources to fulfil instant need for newly born and adolescent's girls.  VOC team monitored 
numbers of camps established by government to confirm the CFS but only few were conducting the 
child friendly activities. VOC organized the games and session at different camps on child sexual 
abuse prevention issue. It established 2 center at Kankeshwori, one each at Jadibuti and Balkumari 
to conduct child friendly activities to help children to recover from the traumatic experience of 
devastating earthquake. 



 

 

 
- National singer Kamol Oli singing to entertain 

children at CFS in Balkumari 
 - Medicines for distribution 

Total 200 buckets of Hygiene kits with nutrition for women and children were made in 
coordination with the Leger Foundation and Global Medics and send to Nuwakot which is one of 
the most earthquake hit district. Developed 20 kits for the newly born children and distributed to 
mothers at different camps settled by the Government in Kathmandu valley. More than 200 packet 
Aqua tabs, 500 mask, 500 gloves, 500 packet sanitary and phenyls were also distributed. VOC 
distributed 1000 packets of nutritious food in 10 different most affected VDCs of Latitpur district. 
At the same, it also provided medicine including cetamol, decold, metro, jeevan jal and mosquito 
coil to the people living in different camps in Kathmandu, Lalitpur and Bhaktapur districts. In 
coordination with District Education, Lalitpur and CWISH, VOC is providing psychosocial 
counselling training to the teachers from 15 Education Resource Centers at Lalitpur.  

 

 

 

 
- Kits for newly born and lactating women   - Hygiene kits  

 

Case Stories: 
 
In a neighbour's room: 

Sunil Lama was almost ready to reintegrate in his family after 10 months living in Preparation Center. He 
was very much exited to go home living together with his father, mother and brothers at Gauri Gaun in 
Thankot, Kathmandu. But his excitement couldn't exist longer when massive earthquake destructed his 
old home putting his family to shelter in neighbour's home. However, most of the old houses in this place 
are collapsed.  

 
"I am worried, how long we can be a burden for them", regrets Sunil's mother. "We need to arrange our 
room but how; even we can't rent a room as we can't afford". Sunil's father was working as a gardener in 
a  park near by but now they have no any source of income after his retirement. Sunil's mother thanked 
to VOC as this organization supported tarpaulin, food items (one sack of rice, lentil/pulse, packets of 
salts & sugar etc.) as a first relief for her in this painful situation.  



  
- Sunil's damaged house - Sunil with his mother 

  
Living in an open Sky: 
 
Pritam Gurung is a recently reintegrated child who is living with his grandfather and sister at Naxal, 
Kathmandu. His mother eloped with another man when he was small and father neglected the family 
after he got second marriage. The only one who loves and cares in his family is his grandfather but his 
health condition is worsening day by day. They are now living in open space as the earthquake flattened 
the house where they were getting free-rent from house owner. "Now we are in very much trouble; my 
health is not good and house owner/employer even not showing his compassion, however I have spent 
40 years for serving them and now I am helpless", his grandfather complained. His grandfather was 
working there as a domestic worker where he had provided two rooms to stay in age-old house. 
 
They are glad to finally receive food items and tarpaulin from VOC as they were not receiving any relief 
from govt./other agencies. His sister said, "Government will support for those who have lost their house 
to build their house. But for poor people like us who don't have their home, no one will support us to 
provide a shelter". She thanked the organization for this little effort.  

  
- Flattened house where Pritam was living - Pritam's grandfather accepting the support 

  

At Jyamire, Sindhupalchwok: 
 
This is the story of Jyamire at Sindhupalchwok district, which is the most affected district from this 
massive earthquake. Voice of Children provided support to this community where total of 32 households; 
almost 98% has collapsed with loss of one woman. According to the people, "she lost their life as she 
was too old who could not flee from the incident and buried into the flattened house". Most of the 
villagers were outside home when this destruction happened.  
 
People were not receiving any support from the government and any other organizations except 3 kg of 
rice per household till the seventh days of destruction. Due to internal political conflict they were 
deprived of receiving any support. Since, the family of one of our children beneficiaries is living in that 
village; we got the information about that community. It was a first relief for them in such a quantity from 
any organization, where people were happy to get a sacked of rice (30 kg) for each household, 
lentil/pulse, and packets of salts and medicines. Only some tarpaulins were distributed to the needy one 
as it is highly demanded and shortage in the market. It was also hard to provide support to the needy 
people as many incidences of seizing relief material from the local people were happening frequently. 
So, VOC team were aware to deliver relief material safely in the destination and distributed successfully. 



Social worker from VOC also conducted psychosocial counselling to the community people who were 
still scared with the continued aftershocks. And he also made them aware about health and sanitation. 
Local people said "we thank VOC from the bottom of our hearts for this relief material in our area".  
 

  
- Distributing relief materials and social worker (in the right) providing counseling in the community 

 

 

  

   
 
 
 

"We are thankful to all donors for their cash/kind contribution in VOC's initiation" 

 

- Anusha Thapa, UK 

- Baal Daan Charities, USA 

- Butterflies, India 

- CPCR, Thailand 

- Christophe Thabuis (Amber Reed), Switzerland 

- Dr. Durga Pun, Kathmandu, Nepal 

- Dr. Shankar Ghimire, USA 

- Enfants & Developpement, France  

- HSF, Thailand 

- Julies Cakes, Lalitpur, Nepal  

 

- Khem Bahadur Gurung/ADNOC staffs, UAE 

- Partage, France  

- Partage Local Groups 

- Rakshya Bajracharya, Kathmandu, Nepal 

- SARD, India 

- Sky Door Foundation, Kathmandu, Nepal 

- Urmila Thapa, Kathmandu, Nepal 

- World Childhood Foundation, Sweden 

- Welcome Break/Nepal Banau                   

(Pradeep Gurung & Chanda Devi Gurung), UK  

 


